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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

1 . Claims 1-7, 9-12, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Wilimore (US Patent Application Publication 2003/0179156). 

Regarding Claims 1 and 15, Wilimore teaches a display and control 
device and a display/control unit, respectively, for medical equipment Including units 
connectable to an electric bus, the display and control device comprising: 
at least one display/control unit (Col. 3, [0045], FIG. 1) including: 
a display device having a plurality of activatable pixels (Col. 3, [0045], FIG. 1), 
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a display activation device wlnicli activates the pixels of the display device on the 
basis of data supplied (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7), 

a transparent Input device disposed on a surface of the display device that Is to 
face an observer (Col. 3, [0051], FIG. 3a), 

an input evaluation device which evaluates Inputs made via the Input device (Col. 
3, [0053], FIG. 5), and 

unit connector with which the display activation device and the Input evaluation 
device are connected and by which the display/control unit can be connected to an 
electric bus (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7), and 

a base unit (Col. 3, [0048], FIG. 1),lncludlng: 

an electric bus for the communication of units connected thereto (Col. 4, [0055], 
FIG. 7), 

a plurality of connector devices at which the display/control unit can be 
connected to the electric bus via the unit connector (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7), and 

a configuration device which Is connected with the electric bus and which, after 
connection of the display/control unit to the electric bus, transmits configuration data 
determining display contents and Input areas of the display/control unit via the electric 
bus (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7). 

Regarding Claim 2, the display and control device according to claim 1 , 
wherein for each of the connector devices of the base unit. It Is determined In the 
configuration device which configuration data are transmitted to a display/control unit 
connected to a respective connector device (Col. 4, [0060], FIG. 7),. 
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Regarding Claim 3, the display and control device according to claim 1 , 
wherein in the configuration device the configuration data transmitted to connected 
display/control units are determined depending on the sequence in which the 
display/control units are connected to the base unit (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7). 

Regarding Claim 4, the display and control device according to claim 1 , 
wherein several areas to display contents and to receive inputs are logically defined in 
the display device of the display/control unit (Col. 4, [0055], [0062], FIG. 7). 

Regarding Claim 5, the display and control device according to claim 4, 
wherein several of the logical areas are combinable to form a connected area (Col. 4, 
[0055], FIG. 7). 

Regarding Claim 6, the display and control device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the at least one display/control unit includes several display/control devices that 
are constructed identically (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7). 

Regarding Claim 7, the display and control device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the display/control unit is fixed to the base unit by way of the connection 
between the unit connector and the connector device (Col. 4, [0053], FIG. 5). 

Regarding Claim 9, the display and control device according to claim 1 , 
wherein data for displaying digits, numbers and map pixels are stored in the display 
activation device of the display/control unit (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7). 

Regarding Claim 10, the display and control device according to claim 1, 
wherein the display/control unit and the configuration device are arranged such that 
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data for display contents can be transmitted to the display/control unit by tlie 
configuration device and stored in the display/control unit (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7). 

Regarding Claim 11, the display and control device according to claim 10, 
wherein the display/control unit informs the configuration device of which data for 
display contents are stored in the display activation device (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7). 

Regarding Claim 12, the display and control device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the display/control unit includes a bus communication device via which the 
display activation device and the input evaluation device are connected to the bus (Col. 
4, [0055], FIG. 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Willmore 
(US Patent Application Publication 2003/0179156) in view of Zerhusen et al. (US 
Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0052787). 

Regarding Claim 8, Willmore teaches the display and control device 
according to claim 7. 

However, Willmore does not teach that the display/control unit is fixed on the 
base unit via additional fixing elements. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Zerhusen et al. teacli tliat tlie display/control unit 
is fixed on the base unit via additional fixing elements (Col. 3, [0073], FIG. 4). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine Willmore teaching of the display/control unit and 
the base unit with Zerhusen et al. teaching of additional fixing elements in order to 
benefit of securely attaching the display/control unit to the base unit by having the 
display/control unit, the base unit, and additional fixing elements. 
3. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Willmore (US Patent Application Publication 2003/0179156) in view of Suga et 
al. (US Patent No. 4800376). 

Regarding Claim 13, Willmore teaches the display and control device 
according to claim 1 . 

However, Willmore does not teach that no further control elements are provided. 

In the same field of endeavor, Suga et al. teach that no further control elements 
are provided (FIG. 3). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine Willmore teaching of the display/control, base 
units, and other interface devices with Suga et al. teaching of the display/control and 
the base unit with no further control elements for the benefit of reducing parts, cost, and 
manufacturing processes by having the display/control and the base unit with no further 
control elements. 
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Regarding Claim 14, Willmore teaches the display and control device 
according to claim 1 . 

Although Willmore does not teach apart from an on/off switch, no further control 
elements are provided. 

However, It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill In the art 
at the time the Invention was made to recognize Suga et al.'s teaching by adding an 
on/off switch for the benefit of controlling the device and reducing power consumption. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see Pages 3-4, filed 12/16/2008, with respect to Claim 1 
have been fully considered and are NOT persuasive. 

First of all, the applicant argues that Willmore's "the base unit" (i.e. the 

main computer 26; Col. 3, [0048], FIG. 1) ... as the personal computers for user 
interaction with the display arrangement are independent devices for allowing user 
interaction and the link between the individual personal computers and the central 
server is different from the interaction between the display/control units and the base 
unit according to the claimed invention. However, the Examiner respectfully disagrees 
because all of the limitations following "the base unit" are NOT in the claim's 
limitations. 

Secondly, the applicant argues that Willmore does not teach "a base unit 
that includes a bus, a plurality of connectors for a plurality of display/control units, and a 
configuration device connected to the bus and adapted for transmitting configuration 
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data via the bus to the individual display/control units attached thereto" However, the 
Examiner respectfully disagrees because, as rejected above, the following claim's 
limitations are clearly and undoubted taught by Willmore: 

a base unit (i.e. the main computer 26; Col. 3, [0048], FIG. 1) including: 

an electric bus for the communication of units connected thereto (i.e. the main 
bus 52; Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7), 

a plurality of connector devices (CPU 51, ROM/RAM 53, MUX 54, cet.) at which 
the display/control unit (14 or 35/CPU 51) can be connected to the electric bus via the 
unit connector (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7), and 

a configuration device (MUX 54) which is connected with the electric bus and 
which, after connection of the display/control unit to the electric bus, transmits 
configuration data determining display contents and input areas ("i.e. multiplexer 24 
transmits and receives data sources and receivers, sucli as video data for tlie display 
screens 14") of the display/control unit via the electric bus (Col. 4, [0055], FIG. 7). 

Finally, Claims 8, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as 
indicated above. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VINH T. LAM whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3704. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-4:30) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amare Mengistu can be reached on (571) 272-7674. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



A/TL/ 



/Amare Mengistu/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



